MVSK City and County Ordinances

20.78.010 Purpose

The City of Mill Valley seeks to protect, maintain, enhance and restore Mill VAlley’s streams and
waterways and adjacent riparian habitat and wetlands; to prevent further degradation of habitat and
water quality; and to limit or mitigate the impacts of development activities within the riparian areas.

Riparian areas adjacent to creeks provide shade, sediment transport, nutrient and chemical
regulation, stream bank stability, input of large woody debris and organic matter, hydrologic control of
floodwater and educational and recreational opportunities. The purpose of the creek setback is to
conserve the quality and quantity of remaining riparian habitat and water resources to provide for the
recovery of Steelhead Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss, listed in 2000 as a “threatened” species under
the Endangered Species Act) and other anadromous fish historically found within the Mill Valley
watershed.

The intent is to allow development that is compatible with the important physical, habitat, aesthetic,
and recreational functions of the riparian areas within the City's watershed, while ensuring that these
functions and values are protected in perpetuity.

The purpose of this section is also to impimenet the Open Space Policies of the Mill VAlley General
Plan regarding protection of the City’s creeks.

20.76.020 Creek Setback Requirement

No structures are permitted within the 30 feet of the top of bank of the following creeks within the City
of Mill Valley; Warner Canyon, Corte Madera Del Presidio, Sutton Manor Creek Cascade Creek, Old
Mill Creek, Reed Creek (the “Creek Setback Area”). Ord. 1211, Sec. 2, December 5, 2005.)

Also, the County and City Title 17.00.

23.18.094 Every Person owning, occupying, leasing, renting or in control of the premises through
which a watercourse passes shall (A) keep and maintain that part of the watercourse within the
property reasonably free of trash, debris, excessive vegetation and other obstacles which would
and/or could pollute or contaminate the flow of water through the watercourse; (B) maintain existing
privately owned structures within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures will not
become a hazard to the use, function or physical integrity of the watercourse, and (C) not remove
healthy native bank vegetation beyond that actually necessary for said maintenance, nor remove any
vegetation in such a manner as to increase the vulnerability of the watercourse to erosion. No person
shall commit or cause to be committed any of the following acts, unless a written permit has first been
obtained from the director of public works.

1. Discharge into a watercourse,

2. Modify the natural flow of water in a watercourse,

3. Deposit in or remove any material from a watercourse including its banks, except as required for
necessary maintenance;

4. Construct, alter, enlarge, connect to, change or remove any structure in a watercourse; or

5. Place any loose or unconsolidated within a watercourse or so close to the side as to cause a
probability of such material being carried away by stormwaters (Ord. 33225 & 2 (part), 1996)

Another impact will be Urban Runoff Pollution violations of the Federal Clean Water Act 17.06.
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